
Pancreatitis is an inflammation of
the pancreas, a large gland located
behind the stomach and close to the
upper part of the small intestine.

The pancreas secretes digestive
enzymes required to help digest
fats, proteins, and carbohydrates in
food into the small intestine through
the pancreatic duct. The pancreas
also releases the hormones insulin
and glucagon into the bloodstream.
These hormones are required for the
body to utilize the glucose from
food for energy.

Normally, the digestive enzymes do
not become active until they reach
the small intestine, where they begin
digesting food. When these enzymes
become active inside the pancreas
they start “digesting” the pancreas
itself.

Acute pancreatitis usually occurs
suddenly and passes quickly.
Chronic pancreatitis continues and
results in the slow destruction of the
pancreas. In either form there can be
serious complications. In severe
cases, bleeding, tissue damage, and
infection can occur and enzymes
and toxins may enter the blood-
stream, causing injury to the heart,
lungs, kidneys, and other organs.

Acute Pancreatitis
Many persons suffer multiple
attacks and recover fully after each
attack, but acute pancreatitis can be
a severe, life threatening disease
with multiple complications. Many
more men than women suffer acute
pancreatitis.

Acute pancreatitis is frequently
caused by excessive alcohol con-
sumption, or by gallstones.

The Symptoms of acute pancreatitis
include: Severe pain in the
abdomen, swollen and tender
abdomen, nausea, vomiting, fever,
and rapid pulse. In severe cases
dehydration and low blood pressure
may occur. The heart, lungs, and

kidneys may fail. If bleeding occurs
in the pancreas, shock, and some-
times even death is likely.

Chronic Pancreatitis
Chronic Pancreatitis occurs when
digestive enzymes attack and
destroy the pancreas and nearby tis-
sue causing scarring and pain, most
commonly caused by many years of
alcohol abuse. It may also be trig-
gered by a single acute attack if the
pancreatic ducts are damaged,
which causes the pancreas to
become inflamed. It may also occur
due to trauma, heredity, or from
unknown causes.

The symptoms of chronic pancreati-
tis are the same as those for acute
pancreatitis. In some cases, abdomi-
nal pain disappears as the condition
worsens, probably because the pan-
creas is no longer secreting digestive
enzymes. People with chronic pan-
creatitis frequently lose weight
because the pancreas is not secreting
enough enzymes, therefore nutrients
are not being properly absorbed.
Poor digestion leads to excretion of
fat, protein, and sugar into the stool.
If the pancreas is no longer produc-
ing insulin properly, diabetes will
also develop.

In order to evaluate the prospect’s
insurability you need to ask the
following important questions:

When was the condition diagnosed
and treated?
Pancreatitis is a serious, possibly life
threatening condition, not to be
taken lightly. Has there been a sin-
gle attack, or multiple episodes?
Were they of short duration or more
severe? Was hospitalization
required? Does the client still
require treatment or medication?

What medication is the client cur-
rently taking?
It is important to obtain the names
and dosages of all medications
being taken by the client, although if
still being actively treated he is

probably uninsurable at least until
after a reasonable recovery period.

UNDERWRITING PROGNOSIS

Cases of Acute Pancreatitis of short
duration with no complications and
complete recovery may be as good
as standard after a reasonable recov-
ery period.

Chronic Pancreatitis cases are much
more likely to be severely sub-stan-
dard if not declined.

In many cases your only hope of
obtaining coverage for your client
will be Guaranteed Issue Life
Insurance. Fortunately, significant
amounts of Guaranteed Issue are
today available at reasonable rates
at ages between 40 and 80, (50-75 in
New York).

UNDERWRITING:
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UNDERWRITER:
Defined as someone sitting in an 
ivory tower 900 miles from here, 
trained to say, “NO.”

YOUR JOB:
To convince that underwriter, 
with truthful information, 
presented in as favorable a light 
as possible that it is desirable,
even possible to say “YES.”


